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anything." Dean LiddelTs description of Ruskin (in a letter CHAP.
written in 1837) is somewhat different: "I am going to IIL
drink tea with Adolphus Liddell to-night, and see the
drawings of a very wonderful gentleman-commoner here
who draws wonderfully. He is a very strange fellow, always
dressing in a greatcoat with a brown velvet' collar, and a
large neck-cloth tied over his mouth,1 and living quite in
his own way among the odd set of hunting and sporting
men that gentlemen-commoners usually are. Ruskin tells
them that they like their own way of living and he likes
his; and so they go on, and I am glad to say they do not
bully him, as I should have been afraid they would." 2 He
did not, however, escape some " ragging." Osborne Gordon
told Holman Hunt that cc Ruskin had been made the subject
of a great deal of horse-play on account of his avoidance
of sports." 3 It has been reported that Acland's attention
was first directed to Ruskin by seeing him being ridden
round Tom Quad by some of the rowdier gentlemen-
commoners, and that he interfered to protect the victim.
Another version represents that Acland's indignation was
aroused by an attempt to make the boyish-looking freshman
tipsy at a wine party.4 A third story describes how some
noisy spirits invaded Buskin's rooms one night, breaking
down his oak and rushing into his bedroom. Ruskin
received them in his dressing-gown. " Gentlemen/' he said,
with a sweet smile, " I am sorry I cannot now entertain
you as I should wish; but my father, who is engaged in the
sherry trade, has put it into my power to invite you all

1 These were fashions to which     Lytton's ' Pelham' rather than the

Buskin   remained  constant.    On     homespun-stiited seer of Coniston,

State occasions, however,  he in-     ' Did you ever wear a coat like

dulged_, as a young man, in " a white     that?'   I   asked.     'I'm   not   so

satin waistcoat with gold sprigs,     sure that I didn't/ said he " (Life

and a high dress-coat with hright     and  Work of John Rusldn,  1900,

buttons.   Picture, then," says Mr.     p. 68).

Collingwood, "the young Buskin          2 Henry George Liddell, "by the

in those dressy days.   A portrait     Bev. H. L, Thompson, p. 215 n.
was once sent to Brantwood of a          8 Pre-Raphaelitism and the Pre-

dandy in a green coat of wonderful     Raphaelite Brotherhood, voL i. p. 323,
cut, supposed to represent him in          4 Memoir of $tr Henry Acl(md>

his youth, but  suggesting  Lord     by J. B. Atlay, p. 41.       combination of Mr. Traddles, Mr. Toots, arid Mr;1
